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TEXT FOLLOWS OF SOVIET RESPONSE TO SYG'S LETTER OF NOVEMBER 
19, 1975, REGARDING RECONVENING OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
CONFERENCE: 

QUOTE: 

S/11931 


ANNEX 

LETTER DATED 9 JANUARY 1976 FROM THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 

I HAVE STUDIED YOUR LETTER OF 19 NOVEMBER 1975, IN WHICH 
YOU REQUESTED ME TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF ANY ACTION THAT MAY 
BE TAKEN IN RELATION TO THE WELL-KNOWN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 3375 (XXX) INVITING THE PALESTINE 
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LIBERATION ORGANIZATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WORK OF 
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THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON THE MIDDLE EAST AS WELL AS IN 
ALL OTHER EFFORTS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IN THIS 
REGARD I WISH TO INFORM YOU OF THE FOLLOWING. 

THE SOVIET UNION CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATES THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A lUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IT IS MAKING 
PERSISTENT EFFORTS AIMED AT SOLVING THE MAIN, CARDINAL 
QUESTIONS INVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST PROBLEM - THE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF THE ISRAELI TROOPS 
FROM ALL ARAB TERRITORIES OCCUPIED IN 1967 AND THE 
REALIZATION OF THE LEGITIMATE NATIONAL RIGHTS OF THE ARAB 
PEOPLE OF PALESTINE, INCLUDING ITS RIGHT TO CREATE ITS 
OWN STATE. ONLY WHEN THESE QUESTIONS ARE SOLVED WILL 
IT BE POSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH A TRULY LASTING PEACE IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST AND TO ENSURE STABLE CONDITIONS FOR A 
SECURE, INDEPENDENT EXISTENCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALL THE 
STATES OF THE REGION. 

THE SOVIET UNION BELIEVES THAT THE ONLY RELIABLE WAY 
OF REACHING A FUNDAMENTAL SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
PROBLEM IS THROUGH JOINT, COLLECTIVE EFFORTS BY ALL THE 
PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED INCLUDING, OF COURSE, THE ARAB 
PEOPLE OF PALESTINE REPRESENTED BY THE PALESTINE LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATION. 

THE URGENT NEED FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE ARAB PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE IN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT WAS 
REFLECTED IN THE RELEVANT DECISIONS OF THE TWENTY-NINTH 
SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN WHICH 
IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE ARAB PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IS 
A PRINCIPAL PARTY IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JUST AND LASTING 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THAT THE PALESTINE LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATION IS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF 
PALESTINE. THE THIRTIETH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY CAME OUT IN FAVOUR OF THE PARTICIPATION 
OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION IN ALL EFFORTS, 
DELIBERATIONS AND CONFERENCES ON THE MIDDLE EAST WHICH ARE 
HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, ON AN 
EQUAL FOOTING WITH OTHER PARTIES. THE PRACTICE OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WHICH SPECIALLY INVITED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 USUNN 00126 152153Z 

PLO TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR WORK, ALSO SHOWS THE IMPORTANCE 
AND NECESSITY OF PLO PARTICIPATION IN THE CONSIDERATION 
OF ALL ASPECTS OF A MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT. 

GUIDED BY THE GOAL OF ATTAINING A COMPREHENSIVE POLITICAL 
SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT, THE SOVIET UNION 
ON 9 NOVEMBER 1975 PROPOSED TO THE UNITED STATES THAT 
THE USSR AND THE UNITED STATES AS CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE GENEVA 
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PEACE CONFERENCE ON THE MIDDLE EAST SHOULD TAKE A JOINT 
INITIATIVE AIMED AT THE RESUMPTION OF ITS WORK. 

WE STRESSED THAT ALL THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED, 

INCLUDING PLO AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ARAB PEOPLE 
OF PALESTINE, SHOULD FROM THE VERY BEGINNING PARTICIPATE 
IN THE CONFERENCE ON AN EQUAL LOOTING. 

IN THIS CONNEXION IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE VARIOUS 
IDEAS WHICH HAVE BEEN ADVANCED CONCERNING THE CONVENING OF 
SOME KIND OE UNOEFICIAL PRELIMINARY MEETING WITHOUT 
THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PLO REPRESENTATIVES IS NOTHING 
BUT AN ATTEMPT TO AVOID IMPLEMENTING THE DECISIONS OE THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND TO BLOCK THE RESUMPTION OF THE WORK OF 
THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. THE SOVIET UNION CONTINUES TO HOLD 
THE FIRM VIEW THAT THE MOST APPROPRIATE FORUM FOR WORKING 
OUT FUNDAMENTAL DECISIONS ON A MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT BASED 
ON THE RELEVANT DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY IS THE INTERNATIONAL MACHINERY 
SPECIALLY CREATED FOR THIS PURPOSE - THE GENEVA PEACE 
CONFERENCE. THE SOVIET UNION RESOLUTELY ADVOCATES THE 
SPEEDIEST POSSIBLE RESUMPTION OF THIS CONFERENCE WITH THE 
FULL AND EQUAL PARTICIPATION OP THE REPRESENTATIVES OP THE 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION. IT WILL MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT THE WORK OP THE CONFERENCE IS SUCCESSFUL 
AND LEADS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OP A LASTING AND JUST PEACE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

A. GROMYKO 

MINISTER POR FOREIGN APFAIRS 
OF THE USSR. 

UNQUOTE. 

MOYNIHAN 
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